You Should Know: Food Technology 
1. What do we mean by biotechnology as it relates to food? What is a GMO?
Biotechnology / genetic engineering, irradiation, organic farming. Genetically modified organism.

2. What are some of the concerns people have raised about biotechnology?

Outcrossing, disruption of ecosystems, new diseases, weapons, animal cruelty, human ethics, allergies, religious

3. Who regulates biotech foods? What are the requirements for producing and selling biotech foods?

Regulated by FDA. Requirements are that no safety testing or labeling.. only label for allergies. Safety testing needed if food very different.

4. What is food irradiation? Why do we use it? On which foods?  

Food irradiation: kill food borne illnesses, eliminate need for post-harvest pesticide, eliminate sprouting/delay ripening. Expose foods to gama rays, kills cell, does not fully sterilize

5. What are consumer concerns about food irradiation?

Food = radioactive, new chemicals form, lose nutritional value, not safe to eat, endanger workers/environment

6. Who regulates irradiation of foods? What are the stipulations?

FDA. Need radura logo, does nto eliminate need for other food safety practices

7. What is organic food? What are the benefits to organic farming vs. conventional farming?

Prohibits use of tod persistent chemicals in favor of more earth friendly practices. Crop rotation, cover crops, eneficial insects, adding composted manure.

Reduce damage to soil, reduce health effect of pesticides, no genetic modification

8. Which government bodies play roles in regulating organic farming? What roles?

FDA = tolerance levels, EPA = all pesticide use, USDA = certified organic

9. What are the requirements for a food to be certified USDA organic? Labeling rules?

100% organic must contain only organically produced ingredients

Organic must consiste of at least 95% organically produced ingredients

Made with organic ingredients must be 70% organic ingredients
